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62nd IHGF Delhi Fair — Autumn 2026
13th— 17t October 2026; India Expo Centre, Greater Noida

Sourcing Momentum Builds as Buyers Applaud Sustainable
Innovations, Natural Materials, Versatile Blends and
Handcrafted Artistry, Driving Enquiries and Orders at IHGF
Delhi Fair

Exhibitor-Buyer Engagements, Seminars on Al, GEO and AEO for
Exporters; EUDR Compliance and Supply-Chain Traceability; and EU
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) Compliance,
keep participants busy

Delhi/NCR — 15 October 2026 - Smt. Neelam Shami Rao, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, and Mrs.
Amrit Raj, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, visited the 62nd IHGF Delhi
Fair-Autumn 2026, being held from 13th to 17th October 2026 at the India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida.

Appreciating the fair's composition and the collective statement conveyed through its diverse product displays, Smt.
Neelam Shami Rao, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India said that the fair had evolved into a thriving
global sourcing platform connecting Indian manufacturers, exporters, artisans and weavers with international buyers.
“The Indian handicrafts sector preserves the country’s rich cultural heritage while generating employment, supporting
rural livelihoods and enabling artisans, MSMEs and entrepreneurs to access global markets,” she said. She commended
EPCH’s role in strengthening the sector, enhancing its global recognition and positioning India as a reliable sourcing
hub for home, lifestyle, fashion, furniture, furnishings and interior products. She expressed hope that this edition
would further strengthen market linkages and promote exports across these categories.

Observing the diverse displays and exhibitor mix at the fair, Mrs. Amrit Raj, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts),
Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, appreciated EPCH’s continued efforts in providing such platforms for
handicraft exporters, start-ups and craft entrepreneurs to showcase India’s rich craft heritage and creative excellence
to global markets. Our participating crafts persons are getting market exposure and gaining inspiration through the
Theme Pavilion at this fair. Emphasising the need to adapt to evolving market trends, she urged exhibitors to
“contribute to the sector’s growth by embracing innovation, quality and sustainable practices while preserving the
authenticity and cultural identity of their crafts.”

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH informed, “During the first three days of the fair, we have welcomed a strong mix
of returning and first-time buyers, many of whom have shown keen interest in placing orders with both established
and new suppliers. As organisers Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts and India Expo Centre & Mart continue to
facilitate meaningful business connections, bringing experienced buyers together with second- and third-generation
Indian handicraft exporters.”



“Exhibitors are also presenting an impressive range of sustainable, eco-conscious products, from cotton and jute
lifestyle accessories and naturally dyed, hand-painted apparel to décor made from recycled fabrics and paper, and
fashion accessories crafted from plant fibres harvested seasonally. These innovative offerings are attracting
considerable buyer interest,” he added.

Decoding the buyer sentiment at the fair today, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor, EPCH,
and Chairman, IEML shared “The 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair—Autumn 2026 attracted buyers from key international markets
today, including the United States, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Australia and Asian
nations like Taiwan, China and Japan, alongside domestic buyers from India, with diverse sourcing interests across
home décor, furniture, textiles, fashion accessories and lifestyle products.”

Today, the IHGF Delhi Fair-Autumn 2026 was also visited by Smt. Arti Kanwar, IAS, Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Textiles, Govt. of India; Smt. Sunaina Tomar, IAS (retired), Former Additional Chief Secretary, Education Department
(Higher & Technical Education) Govt. of Gujarat and Mr. Ajit Chavan, Additional CEO, Government e-Marketplace.

Irina Eliseeva (Russian Federation) is exploring home décor, lighting and metal products, while a regular patron, lan
Snow (UK) continues to source furniture and block-printed products, with India accounting for approximately 85% of
his imports. Michael Taylor (UK) is exploring handcrafted furniture, while Peter Zuern (Germany) is seeking distinctive
interior décor collections. Jurgen Reiter (Germany) is sourcing furniture, lighting and accessories and reports a 10-15%
increase in business through fair participation. From France, Sylviane Chatry is exploring furniture, with India
accounting for around 40% of her imports. Anne (Taiwan) draws inspiration from Indian textiles for women’s garments
and furnishings, while Hideki Hayawaka (Japan) is exploring tote bags and sewing-related products, with plans to
expand sourcing from India.

Mr. Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman, EPCH added “These buyer perspectives highlight India’s importance as a sourcing
destination for craftsmanship, product diversity and design-led collections, while underscoring opportunities to
expand international trade and strengthen long-term business relationships.”

“Today’s seminars came with a lot of guidance and learning,” said Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair-
Autumn 2026 Reception Committee and shared, “The seminar ‘From Online Visibility to Verified Global Orders: Al,
GEO and AEO for Exporters’ aimed to help exporters strengthen their digital presence and use Al-enabled tools,
Generative Engine Optimization (GEO) and Answer Engine Optimization (AEO) to improve global discoverability, build
buyer confidence and convert online enquiries into credible export orders. The session on ‘European Union
Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) Compliance and Supply-Chain Traceability’ created awareness of EUDR requirements
and guided exporters in establishing due-diligence, traceability, risk-assessment and documentation systems for
maintaining access to the European market. A packaging expert and strategist familiarised exporters with the European
Union’s evolving packaging requirements to help them prepare sustainable packaging approaches for the European
market.”

Commenting on buyer-exhibitor interactions and the busy aisles at India Expo Centre, Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Executive
Director, EPCH, remarked, “The pleasant weather today has added to the upbeat mood at the fair, with buyers
enjoying the opportunity to reconnect with regular suppliers in a relaxed atmosphere. Buyers have also shared positive
feedback on the facilities, the wide variety of products on display and the ease of conducting business.”

EPCH is a nodal institute for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various destinations of the world
and projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality of handicrafts. The overall Handicraft exports
during the year 2025-26 was Rs. 33,168 Crores (US $ 3,754 Million) as informed by Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director,
EPCH.

For more information please contact:

Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director — EPCH,
+91 9810423612

Encl: Hindi, English with photo



Photo 1 & 2: Smt. Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary (Textiles) Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India and Mrs. Amrit Raj,
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India today visited 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair—
Autumn 2026 and interacted with member participants. Also seen Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Dr. Rakesh
Kumar, Director General in the role Chief Mentor, EPCH & Chairman, IEML; Mr. Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman, EPCH and
Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair—Autumn 2026 Reception Committee.
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Photo 3: Smt. Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary (Textiles) Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India along with Mrs. Amrit Raj,
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India interacted at ‘India Handmade’ theme
pavilion. Also seen Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role Chief Mentor,
EPCH & Chairman, IEML; Mr. Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman, EPCH and Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair—
Autumn 2026 Reception Committee.
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Photo 4: EPCH organised awareness seminar on “From Online Visibility to Verified Global Orders: Al, GEO and AEO for
Exporters”; European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) Compliance and Supply-Chain Traceability and
“Exporting to the European Union: Understanding Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) Compliance
Requirements” with large number of member participants of 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair — Autumn 2026 at India Expo Centre
& Mart, Greater Noida.



Photo 5: Buyers doing business during 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair — Autumn 2026 at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater
Noida.



